


Welcome… 
We’re so pleased to have you with us as part of our 
school community. Our vision remains simple: we want 

you to enjoy coming to school each day, learn lots, 
and continue creating even more happy memories 
along the way. 
As you move into the next academic year, we’re here 

to support you every step of the way. We’re excited to 
see all that you’ll achieve this year and the positive 
contributions you’ll continue to make to our Hermitage 
school community!  

Mrs Maughan, Head of School  

Meet the Team: 
Year 8 Year Manager – Mrs Moores  

The Year Manager is responsible for monitoring the wellbeing and behaviour of the stu-
dents day-to-day. They will manage, monitor and work to improve (where necessary) be-
haviour and attendance. The Year Managers will be a channel of communication for par-
ents and work with in-house and external support to provide a service of care to all stu-
dents. 

 

Year 8 Head of Achievement – Mrs Ford-Hutchinson  

The Head of Achievement is responsible for the monitoring of the academic progress of 
your child. They work with subject areas and teachers and look closely at classwork, 
homework and assessments. If necessary, they can implement intervention programmes 
and study support to ensure your child’s progress is supported and that strategies are in 
place for all students to make positive progress across their school career. 

Both the Year Manager and the Head of Achievement work collaboratively to ensure your 
child is supported in both an academic and pastoral capacity throughout their time at 
school. 

The Head of Achievement and Year Manager also work closely with the Head of Pastoral 
Care and the SENDCO to provide additional support in all aspects of school life. 



Form tutors 
Your form tutor will be the teacher who will see you at the start of 

every school day. They will check your uniform and equipment 

each morning and make sure you are ready for the day ahead.  

 

Form Tutor Location 

8H1—Ms Chiarenza & Mrs Briggs MF4 

8H2—Mr Williams SC7 

8H3—Mr Duffy RE1 

8H4—Mrs Woonton EN1 

8A1—Mrs Robson and Mrs Heath MU2 

8A2—Miss Storey TEC6 

8A3—Miss Adamson HU3 

8A4—Miss Powell HU8 

Office 365 
Every student at Hermitage Academy has an Office 365 account. This ac-
count allows them to access their school Outlook account (email and cal-
endar); their OneDrive folder, Microsoft teams for virtual learning and our 
online virtual learning environment Student POD. As a member of Her-
mitage Academy, students will get the complete Microsoft Office suite for 
free to download onto home computers. 

It is recommended to download and install office 365, email and the fol-
lowing apps onto a mobile phone or tablet: 

One Drive 

Word 

Excel 

SharePoint 

One Note 

PowerPoint 

Having this resource at home will support 
homework and revision at home. 

You can access Office365 from a link on our 
school website. Alternatively, go to 
www.office.com and use your school email and 
password to log in.  

http://www.office.com


 

The school day 
 

Mondays (Both Week 1 and Week 2)  
Extended form (World Ready)  08:25 - 09:15  

Lesson1  09:15 – 10:10  
Lesson 2  10:10 – 11:05  

Break  11:05 – 11:25  
Lesson 3  11:25 – 12:25  

Lunch  12:25 – 13:10  
Lesson 4  13:10 – 14:05  
Lesson 5  14:05 – 15:00  

Tuesday – Friday (both Week 1 and Week 2)  

Form time  08:25 – 08:50  
Lesson 1  08:50 – 09:50  
Lesson 2  09:50 – 10:50  

Break  10:50 – 11:10  
Lesson 3  11:10 – 12:15  

Lunch  12:15 – 13:00  
Lesson 4  13:00 – 14:00  
Lesson 5  14:00 – 15:00  

It is very important to be punctual to school every day, as 
each day will start with your form group and form tutor, 
where pupils will check that they are ready for the day 
ahead, hear important messages and find out about events 
happening in the week ahead. Across the week, in form 
time, you will complete: World Ready, Reading, Careers and 
attend an assembly.  
 

 

We run on a two-week timetable (Week 1 and 2) made up of 25  lessons 

each week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Lessons 

Subject  Lessons per 
fortnight  

Subject  Lessons per 
fortnight 

English  8 History  4 

Maths  8 Geography  4 

Science  8 ICT  2 

Art  2 PE  4 

Technology  2 Spanish  4 

RE  2 Music  1 

Drama 1   

In Year 8, most students’ timetables consist of the following 

lessons, although some students receive extra support in Maths 

and English.    

It is incredibly important that you come to school equipped for 

the day and you have to bring this yourself! It is compulsory for 

students to carry a pencil case with the following equipment:    

Equipment

• 2 black pens   

• 2 green pens  

• 2 pencils  

• 1 ruler  

• 1 eraser  

• 2 highlighters  

• 1 glue stick  

• 1 scientific calculator – we 

recommend the CASIO FX-

85GTCW  

 

You will also need to bring a 

bag every day, large enough 

to carry an A4 size file for 

homework/exercise book 

and PE kit.  

Form Tutors will check that 

you have these items every 

day and you will be flagged if 

you don’t, which could lead to 

a sanction. Our Library has 

items that you can purchase, if 

something breaks or runs out.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu 2025-26 

Students will have ac-

cess to hot meals in the 

Dining Hall, as well as a 

range of sandwiches and 

salad options. The Main 

Hall offers our ‘Grab & 

Go’ food. The year 

groups will operate on a 

rota for who is first in 

throughout the year. 

 

The cost will be £2.80 for 

a school meal. This price 

will be subject to review 

in the Autumn term due 

to anticipated inflation 

costs. 



 

 

 

 World Ready 

Our PSHE World Ready programme helps children develop their 

character, including mental wellbeing, sense of purpose, and 

independence, allowing them to become strong adults. It is a very 

thorough course and is delivered over the full 7 years that pupils spend 

with us. 

We study topics such as British Values, healthy relationships, how our 

body changes, being safe both online and offline, leading a healthy 

lifestyle and effective revision strategies. 

We also look at topics not usually covered in other subjects, such as 

finance and money management, community topics and careers. 

 

We do a lot of discussion and 

group work in World Ready, 

which will develop your 

confidence and allow you to 

demonstrate great leadership 

skills and teamwork.   

 

You will have a workbook to 

write down your ideas and 

every topic will have a 

detailed knowledge organiser 

to work from.  

 

This is what your year in 

World Ready will look like: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps 



RAMP 
When in school we always want 

you to do your best. In school we 

will expect you to: Respect each 

other, yourselves, your teachers 

and our school; to look your best 

every day and think about your 

Appearance; to have excellent 

Manners and have excellent 

Punctuality, by being on time for 

school and your lessons every 

day. 

EASI 
EASI is the system we use in school, that has everything you need to 

know and access in one place, making it really ‘easy’ for you to get 

through your week in school. When you arrive, you will be given your 

own EASI login, where you can check how many positive points you 

have received, buy items from our reward shop, check your homework 

and also check if you have been given any consequences or              

detentions. You can also access Office365, your school email, Student 

Pod and Teams - all important programs that you will need for school 

and homework. You will receive a login and a password that both you 

and your parents can use.  



The house system is about encouraging you to be your best and work     

towards excellence in all that you do. Every house point earned by you 

goes into your house grand total. We love the spirit of competition and it is       

always exciting to see which house has won the competition each term! 

Each house is named after a quality we aim to embody: Ambition,         

Evolution, Synergy and Integrity. Regardless of what house you are placed 

in, we want you to excel and exemplify all of the traits that your house 

holds.  

We LOVE celebrating success, and we reward        

students with house points and other prizes. We       

regularly hand out house points in and out of     

lessons, for great teamwork, going above and    

beyond, bravery and high quality homework, 

amongst others. In fact there are TWELVE        

categories where you can score points! 

As well as house points, we award postcards, certificates and lapel pins. 

We celebrate success every week in our assemblies, and we have a huge 

celebration assembly at the end of the Autumn and Summer terms. We do 

regular shout outs on social media, and you can cash in your points for 

stationery, queue-jump passes and free food! 

In addition, we hold a termly ’Culture Vultures’ challenge to all students, 

where you can choose a range of tasks to complete, allowing you to 

broaden your knowledge on topics not normally covered in subject        

lessons.  

Rewards 

Houses 



Uniform 

• Navy blazer, Navy V-neck jumper (optional) or cardigan 

with embroidered school badge, Navy tartan pleated 

skirt and School tie – only available from Emblematic 

• Pale blue school shirt 

• Plain navy straight cut trousers – available from Emblematic. Trousers 

must not have stripes and must not have any adornments or fashion zips. 

No combats, no jeans, no jeggings or leggings are permitted. 

• Plain navy formal knee length shorts, of the same material as school 

trousers, during the summer term. No jeans, cargo style, leggings, stretchy 

or tracksuit style. PE shorts, in all styles are not allowed.  

• Plain black, formal, leather or leather style shoes which can be polished. 

No trainers, plimsolls, pumps, boots or converse shoes. 

• Socks must be navy, black or dark grey. They must be ankle socks or 

longer. Trainer liners are not permitted. 

• Tights must be plain navy, black or grey.  

PE Kit: 

• Sector polo, Sector panel shorts and/or skirt and/or cuffed tracksuit pants 

and/or leggings, Knee high navy sports socks  - only available from 

Emblematic. 

• Trainers must be worn in PE lessons. 

Plimsolls, Converse, or canvas type shoes are not suitable. Students are 

advised to wear football boots for football and rugby. Optional items are 

available and can be viewed on the website. 

General Appearance: 

• Makeup should not be visible. 

• False eyelashes are not to be worn. 

• Nails are not to be painted and false nails are not to be worn. 

• Haircuts should not be less than a 1 

• Students are not permitted to have tram lines or sculptures in their hair or 

any extreme hairstyles. 

• Students should not dye their hair an unnatural colour 



Hermitage has a virtual learning environment called Student POD. 

Student POD has all the information about the subjects you study in-

cluding Knowledge Organisers, topic resources and helpful tools and 

information for revision. This is where all online textbooks for your 

children are stored. You log onto Student POD by logging on to  your 

Office 365 account and clicking the SharePoint app.  

 

POD 

Homework Hub 

Homework Hub is a great opportunity to complete homework and 

gain support with organisation. Heads of Achievement staff 

Homework Hub to help students if they are struggling with any 

particular pieces of homework or would just like some support in 

keeping on top of it! Students are rewarded for attending with House 

Points and the Homework Hub loyalty 

card. 



Hints & tips  
We want you to be ready for everything at school. To prepare 

you for September, here are some hints and tips for success: 

 
 
• Make sure that you may have your bag packed the evening 

before and everything you need for the day ahead will be to 
hand. 

• That is right… you still MUST bring a bag to school with your 
completed homework in a plastic wallet and all equipment 

needed for your school day. (PE kit, ingredients, drink bottle). 

• Ensure you have access to your timetable, it could be advised 
that you carry one in your pencil case, top pocket and have one 
at home. 

• There is never a good reason to be disrespectful to another 
person. Whether it be your peers, our teaching staff or our 
support and kitchen staff; everybody deserves respect. Be 
polite. Say please and thank you. Hold doors open for people. 
Clear up your own mess. Place rubbish in the bin. Smile.  

• Work will get more intense but the 
expectations of you will also – homework, 

assessments and revision will all be a key 
focus. 

• Punctuality is key! Make sure you are on 
time at the start of the school day. Ensure transitions between 
lessons are swift and effective. 

• Take ownership of any missed lesson work. This is your 

opportunity to catch up and bridge any gaps. This is an 
opportunity to embed effective practice for future GCSE study. 

 



• Keep up the momentum from Year 7 – Year 8 is 
an important year group to prepare you for the 

next stages. 

• More responsibility – you are no longer the 

’youngest’ in the school and the Year 7’s will look up to you 
and you need to set a good example. 

• Make the most of trips and opportunities outside of the 
classroom. 

• Attend school – Poor attendance will stop you enjoying the fun 
things mentioned above! 

Key Dates 

Date Event 
October 8th—November 10th 2025 Assessment Window 

October 9th 2025 Parent Information Evening 

February 9th-20th 2026 Assessment Window 

April 1st 2026 Parents’ Evening 

June 8th-22nd 2026 Assessment Window 



Daily Checklist 
 
Night Before 
 
 EASI checked and homework completed 

 Check your school email for any important messages 

 Timetable checked - PE Kit prepared if needed 

 Uniform checked and prepared 

 Shoes cleaned 

 Packed lunch made (if needed) and snacks organised 

 Equipment (full pencil case) and homework folder in bag 

 20 minutes of relaxation, such as reading, before bed 

 

Morning Checks 
 
 Uniform on 

 Breakfast eaten 

 Teeth brushed 

 Packed lunch in bag 

 Break time snack in bag 

 Water bottle full and in bag 

 Double check equipment (pencil case and homework folder) and 

PE kit in bag (If needed) 

 Bus money safe in bag (if needed) 

 House key and mobile phone in bag and switched off 

Consider making your own personalised checklist that you can place on 

your fridge or bedroom wall, to help you to remember what do to each 

day and stay organised! 
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