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Welcome
Thank you for working with us to support your child during 
their time at Hermitage Academy. This session for parents 
and carers is designed to create a supportive culture around 
all aspects of school life, involving staff, students and 
parents, fostering an environment that values academic 
responsibility and achievement.

There are spaces on each page should you wish to make 
notes.

Speakers:
Mrs Ford-Hutchinson – Head of Achievement: Year 8
Mrs Howard – Head of Achievement: Year 9
Mr Widdowson – Head of Achievement: Years 10 and 11

Points of 
contact:
If you wish to 
discuss any of the 
points raised this 
evening, or if you 
have any specific 
questions for our 
speakers, please 
do get in touch at:

Hermitage Academy
Waldridge Lane

Chester-le-Street
County Durham

DH2 3AD

0191 3887161

enquiries@hermitageacademy.co.uk
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Standards and Expectations

Notes

'Every child should experience excellence every day'

Demonstrated across four core values:​



Rewards and House Points

Notes



Personal Development: World Ready

• Personal Development runs alongside and enhances the 
academic intent of the curriculum.

• Its core purpose is to build resilience and raise aspiration 
whilst always linking back to our core academy values.

• Personal Development (PD) should underpin everything we 
do in school.

• Our PSHE World Ready programme helps children develop 
their character, including mental wellbeing, sense of 
purpose, and independence, allowing them to become 
strong adults. It is a thorough course and is delivered over 
the full 7 years that pupils spend with us.



Personal Development: World Ready



Personal Development: World Ready



Personal Development: World Ready



Homework Support

Notes



Easi

Easi is our in-house information and organisational system, 
designed to support students and parents in all aspects of school 
life, including homework.



Student Pod and Knowledge Organisers 

- Consolidation of key information.
- Links to assessments for that half term. 
- Key definitions/quotations/characters/equations.
- Supports homework and opportunities for revision. 
- Can be accessed on the school website and on Student 

POD. 



How can you support us to support your child?

Homework supports classroom learning and helps children practice 
important study skills. It also helps develop a sense of responsibility 
and a work ethic that will benefit them for years to come. 

Try to: 
• Create the right study environment - any well-lit, comfortable, and quiet 
space with the necessary supplies will do, and Wi-Fi access if possible 
• Avoid distractions, like a TV in the background 
• Set a start, finish and break time – this can reduce stress 
• Don’t worry if you don’t understand your child’s homework - you can still 
talk to them about it in general terms, for example: “Explain this to me” or 
“Tell me more about how you do that” 
• Be available to help them understand instructions, to offer guidance 
and answer questions if you can 
• Be interested - look at the completed work but do not be tempted to 
offer the correct answers or complete the work yourself. 

Notes



How can you support us to support your child?

How can you help your child to learn at home? 

An organised child will find it easier to stay focused on a task instead of 
being distracted trying to find things. Study skills will build good habits for 
learning throughout life. 

For schoolwork it means: 
• Having a diary, labelled subject books and folders to keep track of 
homework and projects 
• Help with setting up ‘to do’ lists and prioritising tasks 
• Talk to your child about keeping their school desk/box orderly so papers 
don’t get lost. 
Teach your child how to use a calendar or personal planner to help stay 
organised

During the first years of secondary school, it is a good idea to check your 
child’s homework diary every school night so you are familiar with the 
homework set and can ensure your child does not fall behind 

• Accessing EASI will allow you to see what homework your child has and 
when it needs to be returned. 
• Show your child how to break down tasks into smaller, manageable 
chunks so that preparing for a test isn’t too overwhelming 
• Taking a break after studying for 45 minutes is an important way to help 
your child process and remember information – this could mean watching 
TV or doing a physical activity.

Notes



How can you support us to support your child?
Reading

Revision Top Tips
Start Early

Create a Plan
Avoid Distractions

Revise, Repeat, Remember
Test Yourself

Prioritise Your Time
Set Targets  

Revision



Key Dates
Assessments

Year 8/9/10 specific events in school:

Year 8: Year 9: Year 10:

WB 20th Oct WB 20th Oct WB 20th Oct

WB 9th Feb WB 12th Jan WB 9th March

WB 8th June WB 11th May WB 8th June (Mocks)

Information: Date:

Tutor Parents' Evening 22/10/15 (online event)

6th Form Open Evening 05/11/25 (time TBC)

DofE Info event 14/11/25 - 4pm-4:45pm

Flu Vaccinations 26/11/25 (Years 7-11)

Y9 SEND Reviews 26/11/25 (1-3pm online event)

Christmas Concert 16/12/25 - Church of St Mary and 
St Cuthbert

Year 9 Parents' Evening 04/02/26

Year 8 Parents' Evening 01/04/26

Year 10 Parents' Evening 29/04/26

Year 10 New College Durham visit 29/04/25 (PM)

Sixth Form Taster Day 30/04/25

Activities Day 16/07/26

Hermitage Festival/Sports Day 17/07/26

School closes for Summer 17/06/26
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