
Did you 
know...

..



Music is a universal 
language - not 

everyone has your
 talent! 



Singing in a group 
can give so many 

mood-boosting 
benefits.



Music engages both 
sides of the brain.



More of your final mark 
is gained outside of a
 final exam compared 

to other subjects.



The record for the most 
people playing piano 

together is 23!



The global music 
industry was worth 

approximately
 £14 billion in 2018! 



Elvis Presley is still the 
bestselling solo artist in 

the world. 



Queen’s Bohemian 
Rhapsody was the most 

streamed song of the 
20th century.



Karaoke means ‘empty 
orchestra’ in Japanese.



The bagpipes actually 
originated in Greece.



What will What will 
I learn?I learn?



Performing
You will develop your skills as a performer on 

your choice of instrument or voice. You will 
perform music on your own or as part of a 

group.



Composing
You will learn to compose original pieces and 
songs using programmes like Ignite, Sibelius 
and Garage Band. You will improve your skills 

on how to create successful and interesting 
pieces of music.



Appraising
You will study and explore music from a wide 

range of musical genres and improve 
reading from musical notation. You develop 

your knowledge and understanding of musical 
elements, contexts and language.



AoS1
Musical forms and devices 

AoS2
Music for ensemble (groups)

AoS3
Film music 

AoS4
Popular music



Why is Why is 
Music Music 

useful?useful?



It makes you 
stand out!



It shows you have 
confidence to 

perform - not everyone 
has your talent!



It shows you are able 
to think creatively and 

work with others.



Research shows that 
music strengthens 

memory and reading 
skills.



Music supports your 
numeracy and literacy 

skills.



You can gain extra 
qualifications in music.



How How 
will I be will I be 

assessed? assessed? 



Coursework - 60%
(Performing and composing)

Final exam - 40%
 (Appraising)



How is How is 
the course the course 

graded? graded? 



The course is 
graded 9 - 1.



What could What could 
come next? come next? 



A level music or 
performing arts.



Careers in the music 
industry



• Performers
• Teachers

• Studio technicians
• Management



What our What our 
students students 

say... say... 



“By taking the GCSE music course I have 
enjoyed exploring a wide variety of music 

including film, classical, rock and pop. The 
use of composing software is another 

interesting area and I have learned how to 
compose my own songs. My guitar skills 
have improved lots with the support and 
encouragement of the music teachers” 

- Year 11 student



“I love GCSE music because you get to learn 
about music of all genres and their 
composers and also be creative by 

composing your own songs. In some of our 
lessons we can perform our favourite pieces 

which is a great part of GCSE” 
- Year 10 student



“The reason I love GCSE music is because it 
has taught me a whole variety of different 
styles of music that I might not have ever 
played, sang or listening to. Also, I always 
look forward to a music lesson because it 
has massively helped with my self-confi-

dence and helped me develop and find new 
talents that I never knew I had.” 

- Year 11 student


