Tuesday 19th January 2021
Key Stage 4/GCSE VIRTUAL Options Information – February 2021 (Year 9)
Dear Parent / Carer,
Despite the current challenging circumstances, we are committed to ensuring that our students
make the most informed choices as they can for their future GCSE study at Hermitage Academy.
This letter will provide you with important information regarding the Key Stage 4 (virtual) options
information that will go ‘live’ on the school’s website from 6pm, Monday 1st February 2021.
There is extensive information on the website already, under the ‘Curriculum‘ tab and this will
enable you and your child to gain important information to help in choosing the potential subjects
they might want to study. During tutor time this week, students will hear ‘taster’ sessions about
some of the new subjects they could study, e.g. business studies, media or health and social
care.
Please take time to discuss the process with your child. It would be beneficial to think about their
future aspirations and goals; the subjects they enjoy and are particularly good at and, as a result,
will achieve well in.
At Hermitage Academy we offer a broad and balanced range of option choices that build on a
strong academic core. We believe that the combination gives students an excellent foundation
for further study whilst offering enough flexibility to pursue their interests in arts, technology and
sport.
All students will study:
• mathematics (1 GCSE);
• English language and literature (2 GCSEs);
• biology, chemistry, and physics (3 GCSEs);
• history or geography (1 GCSE);
• Core PE – a practical non-assessed course that does not award a GCSE;
• Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) education.
This leaves three option choices where students can pick from the other courses available in
any combination, including history or geography, should they wish to study both.
We expect most students to select either Spanish or French. It is the government’s intention that
75% of students study a GCSE in a language by 2022. Miss Hall, the languages team or Miss
Wood (Assistant Headteacher) will contact you to discuss languages options and there may be
the opportunity to discuss this also at the parents’ evening.
While we aim for all students to access their ‘first choice’ subjects, this cannot be guaranteed
(although most students do get their first choices!). Therefore, we ask parents and students to
consider carefully and select 3 reserve subjects. The order of preference is important.
We understand that this is a strange time, and we would have loved to have invited you into
school to see how our school has changed. However, this is not to be at the minute. If you have
any questions, please contact the school via the school office or the enquiries email.
With every good wish,
Darren Stewart
Head of School

Dr J Gorlach
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

