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Welcome to
As Executive Headteacher at 
Hermitage Academy, I am delighted 
to welcome you to our school as 
you consider the next steps in your 
child’s education.

We are a mixed 11-16 comprehensive 
school and sixth form with over 
1000 students from Chester-le-
Street and the surrounding areas. 
As many of you may already know 
the school has recently been 
sponsored by the North East 
Learning Trust.  

I will be working in my capacity as 
Deputy CEO of the Trust to lead the 
school in this new, exciting phase 
of its development. It is truly an 
exciting time as we work together to 
support students so that they can 
reach their full potential. 

We know how much the school 
means to staff, students, parents, 

and the wider community. We 
look forward to working with you 
all to build on the many successes 
Hermitage Academy has seen over 
the years.

I hope you will find this prospectus 
gives you a useful insight into our 
school, but the simple parting 
message from me is that I am deeply 
ambitious for the children of this 
community and I want each of them 
to leave us having developed the 
knowledge, skills and characteristics 
that will set them up for bright, happy 
and successful futures.

Janice Gorlach
Dr Janice Gorlach 
Executive Headteacher and 
Deputy CEO, NELTPhoto: Head of School, 

Darren Stewart, with our 
new Year 7 students



Our curriculum is designed to 
challenge and stretch students 
through stimulating and exciting 
lessons that are personalised to 
children’s needs.

The current climate presents 
its own challenges however 
we are determined that no 
student is disadvantaged in their 
learning. We have invested in IT 
infrastructure to ensure that the 
transition between in-school and 
home learning is seamless. 

Our dedicated staff have 
developed many resources so 
that students can continue with 
their studies at home, if needed. 

Each student has access to our 
entire curriculum via Student POD  
- an online resource that your 
child can access anywhere and at 
any time. Using Microsoft Teams, 
we are able to set and mark 
assignments as well as conduct 
video lessons in real time. Digital 
exercise books, assessment 
feedback and online tutorials are 
also used to enhance students’ 
learning experience.

For those students with unique 
learning needs, our skilled staff 
work hard to make sure students 
achieve their potential - just the 
same as every student in school.

We support students’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural education 
through curriculum enrichment 
days where we host external 
speakers in school and embark on 
a range of exciting and stimulating 
visits and trips both close to home 
and much further afield. 

As students progress through 
school, they enjoy varied and wide 
ranging experiences thanks to 
our wealth of connections with 
workplaces and schools, both 
here and abroad including local 
football clubs, businesses and 
charity groups.

Everything we do at Hermitage Academy is tailored to making students feel 
happy about coming into school, enjoying learning, making good friends 
and feeling safe. 

EXPERIENCE
The Hermitage



& VALUES
This fundamental goal stands as 
the cornerstone of every decision 
we make and is an aspiration 
that staff at Hermitage Academy 
are dedicated to delivering, with 
support from the North East 
Leaning Trust.

Our vision is supported by a set of 
values that set the tone for learning. 
These start with the important job 
of encouraging students to aim high 
and make the most of their talents.

Moving on we aim to provide  students 
with an education that enables each 
of them to achieve their full potential 
and learn with confidence in a safe and 
supportive environment.

We also aim to create a healthy, 
happy, disciplined and supportive 
environment that promotes an 
independent work ethic and a 
love of learning. Alongside this, we 
endeavour to nurture students’ 
sense of social responsibility 
and their spiritual and personal 
development.

Our final value is about respect 
and teaching children to value 
individuality and difference as well 
as fostering integrity, resilience, 
creativity, good manners and 
sensitivity to the needs of others.

Our vision is simple and shared by all schools in 
the North East Learning Trust – that every child 
experiences excellence every day.

Our vision

WE AIM TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH AN 
EDUCATION THAT ENABLES EACH OF THEM TO 

achieve their full potential...”



Hermitage voices 

Keyboard works

Guitar lessons

Hairspray rehearsals

Drum practice

Lego club

Chess and games club

Craft and knitting

Book club

Key to keeping students motivated is kindling a special interest beyond the 
curriculum that will absorb them throughout their time here; that’s why we 
creatively plan life-enhancing enrichment opportunities including:

Gettinginvolved

IT’S GREAT TO SEE OUR STUDENTS 
EXPERIENCE DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES AND 

discover a new passion.”

Astroturf activities

Netball 

Football

Basketball

Badminton

Rugby

Fitness

Trampoline club

Photography



The Trust’s founding school, The 
Academy at Shotton Hall, has 
achieved great success for their 
children by securing some of the 
best outcomes in the country 
year-on-year and achieving two 
consecutive outstanding judgements 
from Ofsted. 

Shotton Hall is also a National 
Teaching School, training the next 
generation of teachers and ensuring 
the highest standards of teaching 
are instilled from the outset. This 
means Trust schools can access a 
steady stream of consistently high 
quality staff.

In 2019 Trust sponsored school, 
Teesdale School and Sixth Form 
in Barnard Castle, was awarded a 
Grade 1 ‘outstanding’ judgment from 
Ofsted in all areas just three years 

after joining the Trust with a Grade 
3 ‘requires improvement’ rating. The 
Ofsted report specifically highlights 
the hugely positive impact that being 
part of the Trust has had on the 
school and how the intervention has 
led to its rapid turnaround. 

Joining the Trust has given 
Hermitage Academy access to 
outstanding leaders who are 
involved in the regional and national 
development of education. The 
Trust CEO sits on the Regional Head 
Teacher Board and the CEO and 
Deputy CEOs are all National Leaders 
of Education. We also have access to 
a wide network of specialist teachers 
and other experienced professionals 
to support us on our road to 
outstanding.

Supported by the
North East Learning Trust
In September 2019 Hermitage Academy joined the North 
East Learning Trust, a highly successful multi-academy 
education trust with nine schools across the North East.
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